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This past February, the Pennsylvania Pump Primers hosted the SPAAMFAA National Winter Conference in beautiful, his-

toric Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  Katrina Falk was in attendance, representing the Texas Fire Museum.  The weather was 

just short of perfect throughout the entire conference—although a small bit of snow fell late Saturday afternoon, the sun 

prevailed and kept temperatures in the low-50’s on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  The PA Pump Primers’ top-notch 

program included tours to three area Fire Museums (Hanover, York County, and the Pennsylvania National Fire Museum, 

in Harrisburg), an evening Ghost Tour in Downtown Gettysburg, a tour of Gettysburg National Military Park, a tour of the 

National Fire Academy, and a tour of the Crimson Fire Apparatus Manufacturing plant.  Saturday’s activities involved an 

indoor flea market, a fire memorabilia auction, a model fire apparatus muster, and an indoor display of hand-drawn ap-

paratus.  Several in-service apparatus from area departments also made an appearance throughout the day.  The Satur-

day evening banquet featured special guests Ben Franklin, the 1st Regiment New York Fire Zouaves, and Abraham Lin-

coln! Katrina is happy to report the National Board expressed their continued support for both the Texas Fire Museum 

and the North Texas Historical Fire Society.  Although both the TFM and NTHFS have undergone a number of changes 

throughout the past two years, the amount of support we have from our parent and sister organizations is incredible. 

The next few issues of the “Spotlight” will showcase photos from the Winter Conference.  A Winter Conference feature 

will also be a part of future updates to the Texas Fire Museum’s website. 
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Texas Fire Museum Hosts Horseless Carriage Club of America 

Since it was founded, the Texas Fire Museum has played host to a number of events, 

gatherings, and meetings.  One group we have had the pleasure of serving as a repeat 

meeting location for is the Horseless Carriage Club of America. 

 

On Saturday, February 18, 2012, the North Texas Regional Group of the Horseless Car-

riage Club held their monthly meeting at the museum.  Restoration Services Manager 

Katrina Falk led an informative presentation for the group on American LaFrance “Junior” 

V-12 Engines that concentrated on disassembly and re-assembly practices—it also in-

cluded helpful tips and tricks and fun facts.  In the past, Restoration Services has con-

ducted other restoration-related presentations for the Horseless Carriage Club, including 

a workshop on pouring Babbitt bearings as well as gold leaf ornamentation and pin strip-

ing.  Katrina’s engine presentation was comprised of a PowerPoint slideshow and a “hands-on” portion that took place 

in the museum’s Engine Assembly Room.  After the presentation, the group was treated to a tour of the museum.  

Later, the group held their own monthly meeting in our conference room, the Jerry Brown Room. 

 

Although the weather was poor and most of the group’s antique automobiles weren’t able to make it out, the meeting 

was well-attended.  Hosting groups such as the Horseless Carriage Club is an important part of the museum staying 

connected within the community and attracting more interest in our activities.  We look forward to the Horseless Car-

riage Club returning in 2013, or sooner! 

—=Blast from the Past=— 
 
 Pictured to the left is a 1958 American LaFrance 800 Series Engine 

 that belonged to the Orange Fire Department in Orange, Texas.  
 Photo by Duane Troxel, provided by Robert Knowles. 

 
 To submit a “Blast from the Past”, contact Katrina Falk at 

 1948ALF@gmail.com. 

Special Thanks! to Bill Carroll and Katrina 

Falk for thoroughly cleaning the museum prior 

to the Horseless Carriage Club’s meeting, as 

well as those who were on-hand to assist with 

the meeting itself—Bill Carroll, Lisa Escaloni, 

Katrina Falk, Bill Maddox, Paul Martin, and 

Mario Silva. 

 

In order to “book” the museum’s conference 

room or other parts of the facility, call the mu-

seum at (214) 267-1867.  A staff member or 

volunteer will assist with scheduling your 

event. 

Above Photo: The American LaFrance Model “J” V-12 Engine Katrina utilized during the “hands-on” portion of her work-

shop.  Be sure to visit http://www.texasfiremuseum.org/Restoration.htm or http://www.thev12shop.com to 

view more examples and information about Restoration Services’ custom engine builds. 
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Restoration Feature: 1921 American LaFrance Type 75—Orange, Texas 

This past December, Orange Fire Depart-

ment (Orange, Texas) took delivery of their 

completed 1921 American LaFrance Type 

75.  The scope of this latest project involved 

a complete cosmetic restoration, including: 

sandblasting, all necessary bodywork, paint, 

gold leaf ornamentation and pin striping, 

new nickel-plating on all of the brightwork, 

extensive radiator repair, two newly-

fabricated rear wood-spoke wheels, a new 

hose bed, and new running boards.  The 

original T-Head engine was also meticu-

lously detailed and re-painted.  The Orange 

Fire Department is now proudly and promi-

nently displaying this piece in their brand-

new facility. 



 

 

A Non-Profit 501(c)(3) Organization 

MUSEUM HOURS:MUSEUM HOURS:  
  

Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 

10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

Closed on National Holidays. 

Off-day tours may be scheduled with an appoint-

ment.  

Please call ahead to make arrangements for group 

tours. 

 

PHYSICAL LOCATION:PHYSICAL LOCATION:  

  
2600 Chalk Hill Road 

Dallas, Texas 

75212-4506 

We are located next to Dallas Fire-Rescue Station 

16, on Chalk Hill Road.  

 

  

Texas Fire Museum 

 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 560724 

Dallas, Texas 

75356-0724 

 

Phone: (214) 267-1867 

 

Editor’s E-mail: 

1948ALF@gmail.com 
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